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rewind «

RENAULT 21 2L
TURBO/QUADRA

CHANCES ARE IF YOU WERE ASKED TO COME UP WITH A LIST OF
THREE GREAT FRENCH SPORTING SALOONS, THE RENAULT 21 TURBO
WOULDN'T BE ON IT — YET THIS FORGOTTEN CLASSIC HAS AN
ENORMOUS AMOUNT GOING FOR IT

Bt look @ linthe closer ared thene were the
green shoots of a return s farm for Renault.
oo Sl Lt 0NN Y
ma 19

i . npany launche Ta b k
RG, and in & stroke, fair went aut of chall had many reat wuches that marked That weas umntil u 337, wehen Dlowser
I { this Gue flective Giuglaro effort, Uinlike rragy Renault unlesihed s fire-breathing £
Ay L s, 1l was also avanlable im Two Turbo, Buoyed by turbo-powered F1, rallying
lag [: o b . Mat for pa [ 1, WOu and endurance racing success, La Rege was
J ingh the RS went on 12 bag the understand, but to house the differing Lyout rapidly mowing towards the palicy of oHersd
Euwropean Car of The Year m 1882, n was a of the 1.7-2.0-liore wershons, In smaller fiorm a forced-mduction Spors wersion of every
| yas responsible it was branswerially mournted, while with the model in the range, and wai a2 the cuming
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“The top speed was
high though - 142mph
in an era when 120
was considered quick,
put it in the same
category as some very
serious players”

e 07 DESSETOeET CAarrmaeEsn
he BS GT Turbo and RWEN] m

exiremely good ute of their pushrod 1,4
gt an alnoapether more sHphisticaled solution
would need v be found for the Langer salaor
whch Renault manasgement kres wousd
need 10 convinee enthusiastic buyers aut of

gir prestigious BMYWS and Audis. And that
was before they knew arm/ining oot the
Wi 16 peraered PSA double keader [BE 16V
and 405Mi16) that would hit the showroorms
almost simultaneously,
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N THINGS TO LOOK FOR
WHEN INSPECTING AN
R21 2L TURBO

« Bodywori: Hust shouldn be & probie
hul chesck closely for crash damage. Take
i chose look under Irard wandggs and arounid
e risar archies, ard (ry and gel Defang

Tha Excairsal

= lgberiar: The cueality ol ftmerts sn'l |
had in the B21 b it's et down oy poor
qualty mouldings, which pop up al oser tha
nlace. Bare inmind thal even standard 715
£ o thin on the ground in Scrap yands
1 chort | discounl mindgs tim damage
wrporiani

= Suspension and drivetrain: R v
b ane 3 ruesance, and Rail reguiary
listen for whining from $he rear

= Braking: AES failures are a requiar
Frence and the sensors aren chean
Ensure sura i's 3l as it shoukd be, and Th
T weBowy Dell-Eale lighl up and extinguish
1 the gmibon 1= sseched on. Fad and
B Overage. Ao war
N compuber dispiays alen play

« Engines The Dourin enging is Slong and
durabie, and will st 150,000 miles without
breaking 8 sweal 8= long as its properly

= Check condition ol head gasket
ol TOOLO00 miles
Thiry al. Cambell condilion néeds moniloning
fossy, Il it's not badsting propery, don't
nslantly assuma it's the Wwrbo — tha hoses
nack up, CALSING air leaks

= Tarbac Blue smoke when ihe enging is

« Transmi=sion: Clutches tend fo Lt
about 50K mies, and rarety &St onger
Gearbes Deanngs ang weak, 50 ksten for any
input shaft bearing rois

8 noad soeet

+ Duadra: The centre dflemnbal i
| Ama——— ppensie o replace and
snomihamnd, 50 make sure it
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Eltign

Leather epiinmisad haight of T21 lusury, a5 did haasly patdad leather clad Tres-spokn sports sinenng whee

BUYING ONE

The days of cheap foer-uppers ane
long gone - you can still buy a project
car from amound €500, but you'll need
o put a lot of work into it. General
reliability i better than the 19, bt
still mot good. W you can, buy a fully
waorking, fair condition car for £1500
or above, but reserve L2000 from your
bank accoamt for true piece of mind,
In short, these cars need consiant care
ta remain in tiptop condition, so buy
from someons you know who has
bowed thedr car...

GAINING ANOTHER
DIMENSION

SPECIALISTS, CLUBS AND
INTERNET RESOURCES

REMALILT OWMERS CLUB
v renaufovwnersciub com
REMALILT CLASSIC CAR CLUB
enaubclasscoaniub com

REMALLT 21 TURBD CLUE

REMALLT TURBD OWHNERS CLUB
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already burst by the time the Quadra hit the
markes, and it fadlad o make headway against
Increasingly poweriul oppostion. The restyled
dashbeard and leaber-clad inmerior were a
cormsiderable upgrade, bur a1 £20857, 11 was
up agamst the likes of the BMW 3250 and
Audi 90 quantro, arguably more desirable cars
in badge-rormoious Tirmes

Sales for the R21 2L Turbo and Quadra
models resultantyy never ook oM, and that
kept numbers exdremely low in the UK. By the
LimeE I was phased Ut m e
in 1993, It wad 9580 3s 3 product of a Dygone
era, despite being wch a capable road Car

That's good nees for enthusiost Soday
though = ssumang thesy already oam a
Turbo. There are w0 few left remamang that
eaclusreity and cult status has pushed prices
12 a repsonable kgl after spending most of
the 1990 and this decade languishing in 1he
doldrums. Owners tend 1o keep hobd of thes
Cars fow, appredative of 5 prodigious. B=noad
pace, and near unbealanle C-car

Today that makes i1 as far from bornn

it's podsdbbe 10 be. Buy one, and enjoy yourself

surprising countless others... @

ur ot The Lagunds

“not long after the R21 range received its
Phase Il facelift, the 4WD Quadra version arrived
on the scene — much to Audi’s annoyance”

1987 RENAULT
2L TURBO

EMNGIME: 1995¢c, ik 4-cylinders, SDOHC
BORE X STROKE: f8mm

COMPRESSION RATIO:

MAXIMUIM POWER: 1750

MAXIMUM SPEED: 142mon 22 amdh)

HOWVEBAEER F000
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